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Learn About  
Construction  

The Disney Way  

Pennsylvania Highboy Took 400 Hours To Build  
Jim Milam described the design and construction of his Pennsylvania highboy. The 

upper and lower parts of the chest are held together by gravity only. See page 3 for 

the rest of the story. 

By HERMAN CLARK  

 Come take a journey behind the 

scenes of the world of whimsical won-

ders with a creator of some of the 

worldôs most famous theme 

parks.  Our program for the July meet-

ing of the Woodworkersô Guild of 

Georgia will feature Arthur ñArtò 

Millican, Jr., who was trained by and 

worked for the Walt Disney Com-

pany.   

 The meeting will take place Mon-

day, July 12, at Woodcraft in Roswell. 

The meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. 

Donôt forget the pre-meeting at 6:30 

p.m. featuring Karl Taylor discussing 

scroll saws. 

 Art started working in Disneyôs 

model shop where he developed his 

talent and expertise in a multitude of 

areas such as woodworking, fiberglass, 

welding, and sculpting.  Art even got 

into building design with Disney.   

 Artôs expertise led to running 

Disneyôs Three Dimensional Art De-

partments for more than 10 years, de-

signing and building many of the 

world famous themed attractions, 

props, and environments for all of Dis-

neyôs parks.  

 Upon leaving Disney, Art worked 

for Michael Jackson, where he helped 

design and built the entertainerôs 

Neverland in California.  He has also 

worked for Dollywood.  Now a resi-

dent of the North Georgia mountains, 

Art has his own studio, shop and store 

in Blairsville, where he builds whimsi-

(Continued on page 2) 



2 

The Guild Board  

The Newsletter is published 
monthly and is free to all Guild 
members.  If you are interested in 
contributing an article or wish to 
place a want ad, please send it to: 
 Martha Holt, Editor 
 Woodworkersô Guild of  Geor-
gia Newsletter  
     1813 Danforth Drive 
     Marietta, GA  30062 

You may also e-mail articles and 
want ads to  
MarthaSHolt@gmail.com. 
 

The Woodworkersô Guild of Geor-
gia welcomes everyone who is 
interested in fine woodworking to 
join.  Annual membership fee is 
$45, which can be paid at the 
monthly meeting or mailed to: 
 Woodworkersô Guild of  
 Georgia 
 P.O. Box 80750 
 Atlanta, GA  30366 

Charles Mays  
770-512-7981 H 

President 

Tom Risoli  
678-513-0887 H 

Vice President 

Michael Duckworth  
678-388-7210 H 

Treasurer 

Herman Clark  
706-635-5250 H 

Programs 
Main Meetings 

Jim Milam  
404-255-2314 H 

Programs 

Kim Muthersbough  
770-973-0539 H 

Patron  
Sponsors 

 

Diane Nistler  
770-234-9385 H 

Newsletter 
Coordinator 

Terry Kelly  
770-891-0404 H 

Woodworking 
Show 

Gary Demanche  
307-335-7591 H 

Symposium 
 

Karl Taylor  
770-403-0848 H 

Membership 
Video Library 

Eric Garner  
678-494-0393 H 

Community 
Projects 

Scholarships 

Jim Wright  
770-973-4692 H 

Member  
at Large 

Presidentôs Notes 

Membership Dues Cycle Changes  

By CHARLES MAYS  

 The membership approval of a change in the bylaws which de-

fines the membership year as running from January 1 through De-

cember 31 of each year will result in synchronizing everyoneôs mem-

bership dues cycle to align with the calendar year beginning in Janu-

ary of 2011. Thus, at the beginning of next year, everyoneôs dues will 

be payable in January each year.  This will greatly aid the board in 

planning the Guild budget and will lessen the administrative cost of 

notifying everyone of the date their dues are payable. 

 Two things to keep in mind: 

Dues paid during 2010 are for a full year. 

Dues paid in January 2011 are for whatever months not already 

paid for when a member paid his dues in 2010. 

 In January of 2011, there will be some proration of dues for 

those members whose dues were paid since January of this year.  

Each member will be given credit based on when the member paid 

this year. Here are a couple of examples: 

 Current members who owe dues between June 1 and December 

31, 2010, will pay the new $45 in dues.  In January 2011 members 

who paid during this period will be billed the prorated dues owed for 

2011. These members will get credit for the months based on when 

they paid in 2010. (Member pays $45 in July will get credit for 6 

months and will owe $22.50 in January 2011.)  

 Current members who paid dues between January 1 and May 31, 

2010, paid the $35 in dues owed.  In January 2011, we will bill the 
prorated dues owed for 2011. These members will also get credit for 

the months based on when they paid in 2010.  (Member paid in 

March 2010 will get credit for 3 months and will owe $33.75 in Janu-

ary 2011.) 

 Fortunately, this will be a one time adjustment for existing mem-

bers as after January 2011, everyone will be billed each January for 

the full amount due. 

 Remember, if you may email me at cmays@charles-mays.com 

or call me at home (770) 220-2240. 

cal wonders like fairy houses, bird 

houses, playhouses, and all things 

magical for kids and us adult kids.   

 Art has a small park on his prop-

erty, the Fairy Village, for visitors to 

enjoy and where kids can play while 

visiting his shop.  Art plans to cover 

design, materials and construction 

techniques for building his whimsical 

wonders.  For a taste of what to expect 

check out Artôs web site at 

(Continued from page 1) www.whimsicalfairygarden.com  

 

Next Pre -Meeting ï Karl Taylor  
 Karl Taylor has been a scrollsaw 

instructor for 15 years and has taught 

his craft across the country. He is a 

former board member and VP of the 

Scro llSaw Associat ion o f the 

World.  Karl will talk to us at  the next 

pre-meeting about scrollsaw blades 

and patterns, and will introduce us to a 

new kind of scroll saw project  

Expect Whimsy At July Meeting  



3 

By HERMAN CLARK  

 Despite traffic tie ups, a large 

crowd was treated to an out-

standing program by our own Jim 

Milam on a period furniture project 

he built ð a Pennsylvania 

highboy.  Jim began his presenta-

tion at the June meeting by outlin-

ing some of the reference books 

and leaders he relies on in the pe-

riod furniture field.  From that 

base, he develops his design and 

material cut list.   

 Jim showed one of his early 

period furniture efforts to build a 

table and described the frustration 

that he felt upon completing the 

project because of its propor-

tions.  He indicated that for proper 

appearance, period furniture must 

be built to the same scale as the 

original.   

 Much work goes into period 

furniture projects.  Jim estimated 

that he spent in excess of 400 hours 

over nine months designing and 

building his highboy.  

 Starting with mostly 5/4 mate-

rial, Jim sawed, carved, filed, 

scraped, planed and sanded the 

various parts to achieve a final 

Clark Leads  
Guild On Virtual  
Tour Of His Shop  

By DIANE NISTLER  

 Herman Clarkôs extraordinary 

shop went on tour with blueprints 

and slides at the June pre-meeting.  

Hermanôs shop is about as com-

plete as can be, and is also a study 

of efficiency.  Members were en-

tertained by  stories of how Her-

man found great bargains on sev-

eral of the items in his shop.  He 

pointed out a few safety features he 

built into his shop since his grand-

children occasionally visit him 

there.  He also gave tips on keeping 

records and documenting all your 

equipment for insurance purposes. Clark shows blueprint of his shop at the June pre -meeting  

Milam Discusses Period Furniture Design  

product.  Built out of mahogany, 

with poplar being the secondary 

wood, the highboy is an excellent 

example of period furniture.   

 The lower and upper cases are 

two pieces held together by gravity 

only ï no mechanical fasten-

ers.  Jim has developed a number 

of jigs and templates to assist him 

in fabricating the many intriguing  

details.  Jim used false work and 

1/8 inch bending birch plywood 

(molded in a vacuum bag) to fabri-

cate the canopy of the highboy.   

 He joined the various parts 

with a combination of hand cut and 

machined joints.  Finishing the pro-

ject brought out the highly figured 

grain of the mahogany.  Jim util-

ized aniline dye and 6+ coats of 

sprayed-on shellac as a finish.  

Jim Milam discusses how he made the canopy of his highboy  


