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John Ming (right) speaks on finishing techniques to a big crowd at the February Guild meeting  

By DIANE NISTLER 
         We had a full house for John 
Ming’s presentation on spray finish-
ing.  Starting with the topic of safety, 
John stressed the need for safety ap-
parel, as well as safety precautions 
within the spray booth area.  These 
include such things as using an ex-

plosion-proof motor and locating all 
switches (for lights and fan) outside 
the spray area.   
         He then showed several photos 
of the spray booth he built, which 
was modeled after the one described 
in Jeff Jewett’s book Great Wood 
Finishes.  The goal is to create rapid 

evacuation of vapors and overspray.  
He suggested ways to extend the life 
of the filters and to protect the motor 
from drawing in overspray.  He uses 
high intensity, full-spectrum light, 
and a digital thermometer and hy-
grometer to monitor the environment 

(Continued on page 4) 

Ming Discusses Spray Finishing Techniques, Safety 

Chairmaker Headlines March Symposium 
         Jeff Miller, a furniture designer, crafts-
man, teacher and author of woodworking 
books and articles, will be the featured pre-
senter at the Woodworkers’  Guild of Georgia 
annual Woodworking Symposium on Satur-
day, March 8.  The symposium, to be held at 
the Atlanta Hilton Northeast in Norcross, 
will last from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
         Topics to be covered include: 
· Starting out on a chair project 
· What goes into good design 
· Working out the details 

· Strategies for building a successful 
chair 

· Different chair types 
         The symposium will take the place of 
the Guild’s regular March meeting.   
         A chair is one of the most satisfying 
projects a woodworker can make.  But 
there are many challenges along the way, 
from design to unfamiliar joinery, to con-
trolling curves and angles in three dimen-
sions. 

(Continued on page 4) Chairmaker Jeff Miller 
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President’s Notes 

Symposium A Great Guild Benefit 
By JIM  DION 

         I look forward to seeing many of you at the upcoming symposium March 
8.  Last year we polled the members for input on symposium topics, and chair 
making was one of the most cited.  During the past few years, we’ve worked 
hard to upgrade the symposium, bringing nationally recognized presenters to 
comfortable venues.  The symposium is one of the best educational bargains 
going.  I encourage all of you take advantage of this once-a-year opportunity to 
spend a Saturday learning from an accomplished woodworker, socializing with 
your fellow members, and supporting your Guild. 

By CHUCK ROMANCHUK 
         The Foundations For Fine 
Woodworking–I Course at The Dog-
wood Institute School of Fine Wood-
working is an introduction to the ba-
sic hand and power tools that are es-
sential to building furniture. 
         The course begins with a study 
of flat-backed tools, primarily chisels 
and planes, and how to tune and use 
them. With chisels and planes the 
phrase “good as new”  is not very ap-
propriate.  After purchasing one of 
these tools there is a substantial 
amount of preparatory work required 
before the tool can be used effec-
tively. 
         For the chisel, we first flattened 
the back of the blade using adhesive-
backed sandpaper stuck to a piece of 
½”  thick tempered glass for the ini-
tial flattening, then used a series of 
waterstones to remove the scratches 
from the sandpaper and leave the 
back of the chisel with a mirror fin-
ish.  
         We then used a low-speed 
grinder with white abrasive wheels to 
hollow grind the bevel. From there 
we went back to the waterstones to 
hone a micro bevel to the edge, re-
move the wire edge, and finish up 
with a strop to achieve a razor-sharp 
edge. 
         Preparing the plane iron followed 
the same steps as with the chisel.  In ad-
dition, the plane body itself must be 
tuned.  The first step is to flatten the sole 
of the plane – a ceremonious combina-
tion of vigorous physical activity, a dead-
flat granite surface, coarse sandpaper, 
and perspiration.  The plane frog and 
chip breaker usually require some adjust-
ment as does the final assembly of all the 

plane parts.  These adjustments were all 
covered along with instruction in the use 
of planes to edge joint, chamfer, and 
smooth surfaces. 
          We covered the steps involved in 
milling a board four-square (both faces 
smooth, flat, and parallel to each other, 
and all four edges flat, square, and paral-
lel) both by hand and with power tools. 
Each student was then given a piece of 
rough-sawn lumber to mill four-square 
using the bandsaw, jointer, planer, and 
table saw.  
          Other hand and power tools were 
covered with instruction given on their 
initial preparation and adjustment, the 
specific uses and purposes for each tool, 
and how to use the tools safely. Included 
in the list of tools were handsaws, meas-
uring and marking tools, cabinet scrap-
ers, mortising machine, oscillating spin-
dle sander, belt sander, drill press, band-
saw, jointer, planer, table saw, lathe, and 
dust collector. 
          Included in the course is a 30-page 
handout with a substantial amount of 
supporting and supplemental information 
for the class and a list of sources for 
tools, supplies, lumber, services, hard-
ware, clubs, and publications. 
          The school is located on a large, 
quiet horse farm in Alpharetta.  The shop 
is new, comfortable, spacious, and fitted 
with modern, high-quality benches and 
machines that afford a great opportunity 
to become familiar with a number of pro-
fessional-grade tools.   
          Complimentary coffee, soft-drinks, 
fruit, and snacks are provided and 
lunches can be ordered and delivered to 
the school for convenience and time sav-
ings.  The school offers a large selection 
of hand-tools for sale at very competitive 
prices. 
          The instruction was superb and 
very professional. I look forward to tak-
ing more classes at The Dogwood Insti-
tute. 

Dogwood Institute Course Informative 
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Woodworking Show Winners 
Ron Peyton’s inlaid tool chest took best in show hon-
ors at the 2008 Woodworking Show.  It also won first 
place in the masters furniture division.  Second place 
in the division went to Tom Wilkinson’s upholstered 
chair and ottoman.  Jane Burke’s upholstered bench 
took third place honors.  (Photos by Mark McClurg) 
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CHAIRMAKER JEFF MILLER 
2008 Woodworking Symposium 

Saturday, March 8, 2008 
Hilton Atlanta Northeast 

Registration Form 

*Includes one year membership.  Please fill out member-
ship application as well. 
 

 
Name __________________________________________ 
Address ________________________________________ 
City ___________________________________________ 
State _________________________ Zip _____________ 
E-mail _________________________________________ 
 
Please mail the completed form and your check to: 

2008 Woodworking Symposium 
Woodworkers’ Guild of Georgia 

P.O. Box 8006 
Atlanta, GA  31106-0006 

 
Or register on our website at: 
www.woodworkersguildofga.org 

  
Member 

Non- 
Member 

Registration after 
2/19/2008 

$70 $105* 

(Continued from page 1) 
inside the booth.   
         Through trial and error, he has 
developed a system that works best 
for him.  This includes a turntable 
(so he can easily rotate the work-
piece) which is mounted on top of a 
pedestal, such as a paint can.  The 
pedestal prevents the spray from 
bouncing onto the bottom surface of 
the workpiece.   
         A round pedestal is used rather 
than one with a flat surface to pre-
vent the spray from bouncing back 
into your face.  He first quickly 
sprays the edges, then the top, and 
then he quickly sprays the edges a 

(Continued from page 1) 
        Jeff will break down each of 
these challenges into its more man-
ageable components, and offer tech-
niques, strategies, and tips specific to 
chairmaking that will get the wood-
worker through the process success-
fully. 

Ming Offers Finishing Tips At February Meeting 
second time.  Start by spraying the 
least visible part, working toward the 
most visible part.  He displayed a 
photo of a drying rack he built with 
2x4’s and electrical conduit.  
         John talked about safety con-
cerns while using compressed air, as 
well as filtering the air for contami-
nants and condensation.  He dis-
cussed atomization and transfer effi-
ciency (how much finish ends up on 
your project).  He showed us a few 
different types of equipment and out-
lined the pros and cons of each. 
         He discussed stains, dyes and 
sealers.  For the finish coat, one can 
use lacquer, polyurethane, varnish or 

two-part conversion varnish.  John 
discussed the properties of each, 
along with price comparisons.   
        Some additional tips:  Strain 
everything that comes out of the can.  
Use compressed air, rather than tack 
rags, to prepare the piece for spray-
ing.  Monitor temperature and hu-
midity in the drying area.  Don’ t 
spray during pollen season.  John 
explained what “blushing”  is and 
why it occurs.  He talked a little 
about color matching, toning, shad-
ing and glazing.   
        Lastly, John displayed several 
sample doors utilizing high end fin-
ishing techniques, such as distress-
ing, crackle finish, toning, glazing 
and aging, as an alternative to a plain 
natural wood finish.  The presenta-
tion was followed by a lengthy Q&A 
session.   

Scholarship 
Winners Named 

        Winners were drawn for schol-
arships at the February meeting.  The 
following are the lucky winners: 
· Stanley Shuford, Build a Guitar 

at Woodcraft 
· Ron Britton, Bowls, Hollows & 

Lefse Flippers at John C. Camp-
bell Folk Art School 

· Donna L. Clark, Foundations for 
Fine Woodworking at Dogwood 
Institute  

· Alvin E. Clark, Foundations for 
Fine Woodworking at Dogwood 
Institute 

· Karen Wilson, Furniture Resto-
ration with Bob Flexner at Marc 
Adams School 

        Look for another chance to win 
at the August meeting.   

Symposium 
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The following patrons of the Guild are all excellent suppliers of 
products and services in the local area.  They support the Guild 
by giving us money and allowing us to use their various facilities 
from time to time.   
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Upcoming Events 

Woodworkers’ Guild of Georgia 
P.O. Box 8006 
Atlanta, GA 31106-0006 
(404) 299-3972 
�

Welcome, New Members 
        Please welcome the following new members 
of the Woodworkers’  Guild of Georgia: 

Clay Messer Roswell 

Barry Westmoreland Cumming 

Virgil K. Horton, Jr. Cumming 

George Budwick Woodstock 

John McDonald Acworth 

David L. Miller Columbus 

Neil Craig Tallapoosa 

The Woodworkers’  Guild of Georgia meets the second Monday 
of most months at Southern Polytechnic University.  To reach 
Southern Polytechnic, take Interstate 75 north to exit 263, the 
south exit for Highway 120.  Turn west.  Go about 1 mile and 
turn left onto campus.  Drive around to the right, back side of 
campus.  The meetings are in Building N, which is the Architec-
ture Building at the back of the campus on Hornet Drive.  There 
are a couple of parking lots in the area and the meeting room is 
upstairs.  Pre-meetings begin at 6:30 p.m.; regular meetings 
start at 7:30 p.m.  

 

Saturday, March 8 
Hilton Atlanta Northeast, Norcross 

2008 Symposium: Chairmaker Jeff Miller 
 

Monday, April 14 
Southern Polytechnic 

Mickey Hudspeth on Jewelry Box  
Construction/Chip Carving 

 
Monday, May 12 
Southern Polytechnic 

Annual Business Meeting 
Router Jig Demonstration 

Win Ultimate Bragging Rights: 
Your Shop In A National Magazine 

          Do you have the kind of shop other woodworkers 
like to visit?  Is your shop filled with clever ideas that help 
you work smarter, faster, or safer?  Have you designed 
and built special tool racks, machine bases, cabinets, jigs, 
or other shop helpers you think your fellow woodworkers 
would find interesting?   
          If so, the editors at WOOD magazine invite you to 
submit your workshop or individual shop projects for re-
view for possible publication in future editions of Amer-
ica©s Best Home Workshops.  Your shop doesn©t have to be 
big, or nit-picky clean.  The ideas could be storage solu-
tions, task-specific jigs, shop tips, or the special way you 
designed, built, and outfitted your shop.   
          To submit your shop visit www.woodmagazine.
com/homeshops. 


